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For Mike and Kar Lichschwager, life’s too short for a carcer you don't
love. Afcer the une \pLuuldmdml Mikes mother, the pair lefe decades
of cor poratee mployment behind—Kar forinterior design and Mike to
launch Re-Bike, a nonprofic thar rebuilds bicycles for u|1L[L‘1'['1rivi|cgrd
children. Thanks to Kars success and Mike's business bdcku[':mnd
they also tJPLnL(I Rurh & Ollie, a home store in their Rldnmmd
Virginia, mlt']||_m||:uud where the rtwo marry their ralents and tastes.
Kart calls her sLH eclecric. °I love mixing patterns and pieces that havea

funky vibe,” she's cans roward rhe classics— ‘neutral colors,
monotone schemes, .md clean lines,” he says.

Naturally, the styles mesh in their home as well. In their
historic property, classic pieces wear p'.lrrl:rm'd upholstery and
walls are neutral, while art and accessories ]‘Jr:';virlu the color.
I love mixing traditional with modern and ~h.iking [I]il'lf__')
up a liccle,” Kar says. Bur no matter the sr}-’ln' of the space she’s
working on, she always follows her own Design Rules ro Live By:
I Never settle. I always explin the ‘Gotta Love
. rule to clients before | start a dcsign presentation.

If they don't love it, were not going to put it in their
house,” Kar says. A house should reflect the ])L‘['hl!llil]![[th and
style of the |1cr-plc who live there, not the designer who worked
> and Mike live by the same rule in their home

on l!lL pl::jc&.[
and in the store. “We give cach other veto power,” she says.

] Take risks. For Kar, one of the fun parts of
Lluct_n';llim:', is L;lkins::_ a step outside the comlort zone,

B ' want my clients o ger butrerflies abour at least one
thing,” she says. In their own home. painting the dining room
black made Kat and Mike a bir nervous. “But in a good way,”
she says. “Taking the risk really dnr‘kd me up as a dulunu We

¢ the Lnd result.”

[iu}uuhn it w nuld be cool and dmmnu
|l Consider the big picture. Be sure to keep
| design decisions |.1|||\' consistent, Kat says. “The u:l(m of

| 2 lmusL shoul
nothing jarring as you mmcl]umlgh [ilL‘]U:_)IIIb, she says. In her own
home, walls stay fairly neutral, mosi ]1;1i111'ct| the same warm hn'igc.‘.
but accent colors—turquoise, lime green, and orange—move from
room to room, even with just an accessory.

/ ‘f A clean slate. r\u\ design project includes
incorporating furniture |chat the L]ltn[s own and love|,”

¢ Kar says, “but [h it doesn't mean the pieces w ouldn’t work
better. in another toom.” She says she likes to begin a projecr by
dm\\'mg‘ the area to scale, then sketching in picces that make 1 he best
use of space and give the room the funcrion the client desires. “Then
I pl 1ce existing pieces and build a list of furnirure needs,” she says.
Trust your gut. ‘If something doesn't feel right or
you feel like you're wwlmn don't,” Katsays. “It's your house,

Jml youl should design it how you want.” Coincidentally.
Kar's design rules can be ||;1|1h|‘1[nl into rules fora happy life. "We're
s0 glad we took the leap,” Mike says.
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Mike Liebschw

chairs for years. “l finally sat on one,
and it was so uncomfortable. It was

terrible—my dream was crushed,” he

says. Luckily, he found these convincing

knockoffs that provide more support.




TOP: Tufted white barrel chairs tone down the bright
pink sofa, Kat says. ABOVE: Built-in cubbies tucked
beneath the stairs offer display and storage. RIGHT: The
couple didn't want a formal living room, so they divided
the large space into two distinct seating areas. “We

wanted this to be a social gathering place,” Kat says.
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“Decorating around radiators is
a challenge,” Kat Liebschwager
says. “The first thing you should
do is have a cover made for it.”
With a surface on top, it's easy
to make the heating element
disappear. Treat taller versions
of the fixture as a side table

by adding art and accessories
like Kat and Mike did, left. Top
shorter ones with cushions to
transform the radiator into a
window seat.

Five years ago, a friend discovered
the living room’s raspberry sofaina,
_away. “She said, ‘It's so you.' And it
was!” Kat says. “I love that it doesn't
have arms—when people gather here,
everyone can just pile on.”




Painted-black walls, a vintage sideboard,

and a red velvet banquette give the

dining room distinct personality. “Dining
tables are so large, with so much

wood—the settee and upholstered chairs

really soften the room,” Kat says. —
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